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EST HOLLY- 
WOOD, Calif.— 
Everyone has per- 
sonal memories of that dra- 
matic November day in 
1963 when the president of 
the United States was 
! gunned down in Dallas^ The 
stare of the new film on that 
subject are no different. 

Sissy Spacek reminisces 
about the sense of duty she 
s-. felt as a 7th grader in Quit- 
v man, Tex. (90 miles east of 1 
Dallas), to reply to. a scath- - 
ing anti-Kennedy letter ' ; 
written by prominent local 
businessmen and published' : 
in > the Dallas Morning 
News. / /;/• ' r 

T wrote . a letter to the: 
editor,’ 1 she recalled here 
last week. “It said/ how 
could you have printed 

. : thlS?”; : I • .y 

V vTh.e thought of it still 
/haunts heir. .It was the very: 
week, it turned out, that - 
j JohnF. Kerihedywas assas/ 

* ' r *- n )sinat^-in.Dalias/' : . 5 
• / ■ “ItV a raw wound in the 
. national psyche,” says Za- 
chary Sklar, who edited Jim 
Garrison’s book,'. “On the; 
Trail of the Assassins, 


Douglas 

Armstrong 



A1 /l U/A 
Jo U/?A/AL 

Jtec. zz, Ff/ 


'/UfyUL- 


On Movies 


,1.; 




/Trail of the Assassins,” and co-wrote Oliver Stone’s > 
new film, “JFK.”, / -//r-// •//.;/ 

Spacek agrees. /This is ; an issue that h^n’t^ed for k 
. 30 years,” she said.: 

Oliver Stone stirs it up once again with hia feature 
film repudiation of the Warren &mmissioriiR.epoitSf 
Using New Orieahs Dist. Atty. Jim Gturison’sjrosecu^t 1 
tioriof alleged assassination conspirators 
point, Stone explores a lpfcof 
about the events of that trabftiatic we^nd 

Explores'DeerBackgroundv 

“The Gay Shaw trial gets me through the lookihg 
glass,” ■ Stone said. From there, the writer-director 
re-creates the scene in Dealey Plaza from 'conflicting /? 
points of view, takes a more critically appraising look " 
at “the lone assassin,” Lee Harvey Oswald, and ex- 
plores what Stone /calls “deep background”^ or //the / ■ 
why” — ip other words, his pet conspiracy ^ 

v Kevin Costner, who portrays Garrison; was among 
the film’s stare who gathered here to talk- abQut their 
experiences making the movie. 

Costner plays Garrison as an idealized^ largerrthan- 
. life investigator, one who nobly pureues questions;- that 
remain unanswered to this day. 1 , ; ; ;V. 

• “I realized: early on we weren’t riiaking a biogra- 


phy,” Costner told me. “If we were making a biOgra- 
./phy, maybe. I dqft'jt/do this movie.' 

tit’s hot a<faif t cui/6f the man. There area lotmq^/ . 
rid&tohim that aren’t as flattering” , 


/ * V. w&r ; ' • / - • ’ . 

wouldn’t become available to investigators until years 
later. Plus he has a. surreptitious encounter with a 
“deep throat” character (Donald Sutherland), who tells 
him that Kennedy’s intention to pull out advisers from 
Vietnam got him killed. 

T hope it starts arguments,” says Tommy Lee 
Jones, the actor whQ portrays New Orleans business- 
man Clay Shaw, the only mail ever to stand trial for 
copspiring to murder Kennedy: . ‘ . " 

S^ffs at Commission Report 1 ! 

. //Although. Jones does not necessarily endorse Stone’s 
specific coup d’etat conspiracy theory of the assassina- 
tion, he- has a low opinion of the Warren Commis- 
sion’s findings. ‘ 

M It’s;,an outrage” he says, “that we’re asked to 
believe that that lad did that job of shooting and that 
that one bullet made seven wounds and didn’t get any 
scratches on it'” ;• . / w . v 


This Garrison also has access to information that ’ " ' Please see Movies page 3 
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Jones also believes the truth can 

^ own ’ that it’s important 
to uncover it ^ 1 

can conspire to kill 

^' den i, and ,hat conspiracy 
can be ravened up,” he says “that 
mrans that your vote can be stolen. 
A™, ‘‘means that democracy is 
vitally threatened — 25 years aeo 
or yesterday or tomorrow ” 8 

of the ^ Pare for th( ; ir roles, some 
of the actors met with such surviv- 

w^d^^fe^M 1 "- the as Os- 
wald s wife, Manna, and with far 

cs^P comment individuals 
nie r 80 ‘ a meeting with some peo- 
ple from the underbelly of New 
Orleans and Texas who were 
around that day,” Costner said “ft 
was scary. 11 


was scary. 

M I talked to hit men. I talked to 

: events tfot'T ^ dose t0 d ' ese 
events. Not the hit men of the 

situation. But I talked to a number 

vaj&sssE-s 

■ ed h^?^ ^ ted stories mcniit- 
. % a , celebrity actor were proba- 

Stone would have 
& WaS a,read y under 
for pl,id " e “ 

Stone ‘Honestly Committed' 

'“JRc , ^L by i^ ese suggestions ^ 
■ (| S c takes liberties with the facts, 

• Stones eo-wrner on the film Za- 
chary Sklar, told me the writer-di- 

Snp W3S “, honestly committed to 
comrng as close to what he thinks 


lie I j Clo 

is the truth as he can.” 
knmI" C cli are l -‘? litS t0 w hat we 

know, Sklar said. “I think Oliver 

5f rSmh 8 f. eat lf ng,hs t0 d0 a lot 
ot research. I ye done research A 

lot of people have contributed 

, . * don’t think Oliver has 

claimed he is offering ‘,he truth’ or 

the answer or even ‘why.’ What 

his S inf^ nng his interpretation, 
mldrmed speculation about 

whvmf aVe ^ edKenned yand 

why they may have killed Kenne- 

employs a number of 
dramatic devices to shape the fac- 
tual material, which may cause his- 
torians to wince. Some characters 
are ramposit&fof two, three, even 
four people. Speculation, innuendo 
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exist °side: byside '*;j; nac ‘ments 

footage from, helhna newsreel 

documental infomaf a ^ of 
dramatic fo^™ti°n within a 
“The goal 0 fh is ’J “Plained, 
‘o ‘hink abou th^, P ,? c Voke P eo P' e 
think it claims ^ rf ® ues - 1 don’t 

that.” s t0 do more than 

issss? 

a " d G uildens,er„ R0 ^; 

you an actor, 

Oldman said “Anrf T" de(ectiv e,” 
met people whohlwi"’ 601 out and 
Dallas and New 0Wn , ^ ® 

' man in°the° 

I get that he was ™ cu,a(e - You for- 

i impressionable 2 youn 8- He was 
e - He was experi- 


menfing with everything.. 

He lov e<Uam^^n ing novels. ^ 

Just Following Orders? §V0^ 

a foo^Wi^^^t Oswald was 

‘hmgs, foUowing ram^ n 5 her y of 
men like former from 

Bannister. PBI agent Guy 

Oldman said “Bumi" A m eri - 
me the challenges nL° L u ereave 
enigmatic, the 8 mo « ay le most 

U » W ™ m“ t k <W>mini. 

Oswald’s speech nnttn ’^ Ust mimic 
hls walk as ^ n P t, n ? and copy 
Public appearances afresh' famous 
He sought to s haTv> a f er . ,Us arrest, 
sonality. nape a ghostly pe r - 

Pose Jl t 0 W toke e ln y a n P | , ° m e. I sup- 
U P 3 person ” 01dm^ Q 0n build 
to waJka very ^ ansai ^ “Iliad 
this.” ^ delicate line' with 


